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The Voices in My Head (2017)

a one-act opera

music and libretto by Jason Cady

adapted from a short story by Jack Handey

commissioned by Symphony Space

Characters: Bud, soprano
Bud, mezzo-soprano
Bud, tenor
Bud, baritone
chorus of voices, SATB
(all four singers portray Bud and sing in chorus)

Instruments: flute
piano
percussion (snare, kick drum, roto-toms)
cello
amplified contrabass
modular synthesizer
pedal steel guitar

Duration: 7’15”

Synopsis: Bud complains about the voices in his head. These voices turn out to be the kind
of ordinary thoughts shared by most folks—and a few that are not too ordinary.
The chorus portrays the voices while dancing in a conga line, competing in the
limbo and hula-hooping.

Setting: A Tiki Bar
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